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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DELAMA GEORGES, INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF OF THE ESTATE OF DESILUS 

GEORGES AND ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY SITUATED, ALIUS JOSEPH, INDIVIDUALLY AND 

ON BEHALF OF THE ESTATE OF MARIE-CLAUDE LEFEUVE AND ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY 

SITUATED, LISETTE PAUL, INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF OF THE ESTATE OF 

FRITZNEL PAUL AND ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY SITUATED, FELICIA PAULE, 
INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF OF ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY SITUATED, JEAN RONY 

SILFORT, INDIVIDUALLY AND ON BEHALF OF ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY SITUATED, 
Plaintiffs-Appellants, 

v. 

UNITED NATIONS, UNITED NATIONS STABILIZATION MISSION IN HAITI, EDMOND 

MULET, FORMER UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

STABILIZATION MISSION IN HAITI, BAN KI-MOON, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS,   Defendants-Appellees. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

MOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS FOR LEAVE TO FILE 

AMICI CURIAE BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS-APPELLANTS  

On Appeal from the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 

William J. Aceves  Baher Azmy    Sarah Dávila-Ruhaak 
California Western Center for Constitutional   International Human 
   School of Law    Rights        Rights Clinic 
225 Cedar Street  666 Broadway     John Marshall Law School 
San Diego, CA  92101 New York, NY 10012  315 S. Plymouth Ct. 
(619) 515-1589       Chicago, Il  60604 
       (312) 386-2888 

Counsel for Amici Curiae
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 Pursuant to Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 29, counsel for prospective 

Amici Curiae respectfully move for leave to file the attached brief in support of 

Plaintiffs-Appellants and seeking reversal of the district court’s decision. The 

Plaintiffs-Appellants have consented to the filing of the proposed Brief of Amici 

Curiae. Because the Defendants-Appellees have not appeared in this case, their 

consent could not be requested. 

 Amici are human rights and civil rights organizations with expertise in 

international law that are dedicated to upholding the rule of law and the protection 

of fundamental rights. By virtue of this collective capacity and commitment, Amici 

have both a strong interest in, and specialized knowledge of, the issues in this case. 

Amici are deeply concerned that the district court erred in its analysis of the 

purported immunity of the United Nations. A finding of absolute immunity for the 

United Nations in this case serves to prolong the severe lack of redress for the 

victims of the ongoing Haitian cholera epidemic caused by the United Nations and 

the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti. 

As explained in the brief, Amici write to demonstrate that the district court 

failed to consider the role of international law in its analysis of the Convention on 

the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, Feb. 13, 1946 1 U.N.T.S. 16. 

As explained by Amici, applicable international law mandates that international 

organizations accept responsibility for internationally wrongful acts and provide 
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remedies when they cause harm to individuals. Moreover, interpretation of the 

Convention within the context of applicable international law makes compliance 

with these international norms an essential component of the Convention’s grant of 

immunity. Specifically, Article VIII(29) of the Convention requires the United 

Nations to provide appropriate modes for the settlement of disputes, thereby 

permitting it to adhere to its aforementioned international legal obligations and 

establishing a condition precedent to the immunity set forth in Article II(2). 

 As demonstrated in the brief, the district court’s holding bypasses the U.N.’s 

crucial legal duty to accept responsibility for its actions in Haiti and to provide 

corresponding redress to victims. Because the United Nations failed to comply 

with its obligations, it cannot now rely on the immunity set forth in the 

Convention. The right to a remedy is a fundamental principle of international 

human rights law. The U.N.’s introduction of the cholera epidemic in Haiti caused 

the deaths of thousands of individuals and the infection of hundreds of thousands. 

These innocent victims have been offered no remedy by the United Nations for 

their extensive suffering and injuries. The district court’s improper finding of 

absolute immunity for the United Nations not only misapplies international law, 

but it also allows the United Nations to evade an essential and fundamental 

principle of international human rights law.  
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Amici seek to provide the Court with an additional perspective on these 

international legal issues and the interpretation of the Convention on the Privileges 

and Immunities of the United Nations. Amici respectfully believe that this 

submission will assist the Court in its deliberations. 

For the foregoing reasons, Amici respectfully request leave to participate in 

this appeal and to file the accompanying Brief of Amici Curiae. 

 

June 3, 2015     /s/ Baher Azmy 
 Baher Azmy 

Center for Constitutional Rights 
666 Broadway 
New York, NY 10012 
(202) 614-6464 
 
William J. Aceves 
California Western School of Law  
225 Cedar Street 
San Diego, CA 92101  
(619) 515-1589 
 
Sarah Dávila-Ruhaak 
International Human Rights Clinic  
John Marshall Law School  
315 S. Plymouth Ct. 
Chicago Il 60604 
(312) 386-2888 
 
 
Counsel for Amici Curiae 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
Undersigned counsel hereby certifies that on June 3, 2015, he caused to be 

served the foregoing Motion of Human Rights Organizations for Leave to File 

Amici Curiae Brief in Support of Plaintiffs-Appellants by first class mail, on the 

following: 

United Nations 
1 United Nations Plaza  
New York, NY 10017 
  
MINUSTAH headquarters 
Log Base 
Boulevard Toussaint Louverture and Clercine 18  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti  

Ban Ki-Moon 
3 Sutton Place 
New York, NY 10022  

Edmond Mulet 
429 East 52nd Street  
Apartment 36A-E New York, NY 10022  

Copies of the same have also been sent via electronic mail to the following:  

Ellen Blain, Esq. 
Assistant United States Attorney  
ellen.blain@usdoj.gov  
 
Nicholas Cartier, Esq. 
United States Department of Justice  
nicolas.cartier@usdoj.gov  
 

June 3, 2015     By: /s/ Baher Azmy 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-111,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee666      ooofff      666



- -  
 

 
 

 
 

 

-

 
-  

 

- -
- -

-  
 

 
-  

 

      Dávila-  
    

      
      

    
-   -     

       -  
  

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee111      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee222      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 
 

 .........................................................  
 

 .........................................................................................  
 

 ......................................................................................  
 

 ...................................................................................  
  

 ..................................................................................  
 

 .............................................................................................................  
  

 
 ......................  

 
 

 .......................................................  
 

 
 ..................................................................................  

 
 

 ...........................................  
 

 ...............................................  
 

 
 .............................................................................  

 
 

 ................................................................................................  
 

 ........................................................................................................  
 

 ...................................................................  

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee333      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 ..........................................................................................................  
 
 
   

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee444      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  ..................................................................................................  
 

 
  .................................................................................  
 
Chubb & Son, Inc. v. Asiana Airlines,  
 214 F.3d 301 (2d Cir. 2000) ................................................................................. 9 
 

 
  .................................................................  
 

 
  ..............................................................................................  
 

 
  ................................................................................................  
 

 
 

 
 

 ...........  
 

 
 -  ........................................................  

 
 

  ..................  
 

 
  ................................................  
 

 ...............................................................................  
 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee555      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

Lysias Fleury et al. v. Haiti,  
 (Merits and Reparations), Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 236, (2011) ............ 19 
 

 
  .............................................................................  
 
Sawhoyamaxa Indigenous Community v. Paraguay, 
 Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 146 (2006) ....................................................... 15 
 
Velásquez-Rodríguez v. Honduras (Reparations and Costs), 
 Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 7 (1989)............................................................ 19 
 
Yvon Neptune v. Haiti, 
 (Merits, Reparations and Costs), Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 180  
 (2008) .................................................................................................................. 19 
 

-  ................................................  
 

 
 

 
  ..........................................................  
 

 
  ..............................................  
 

 
  
  
  ...........................................................  
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights,  
 General Comment No. 15, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2002/11 (2003) .......................... 11 
 

 
 .....................................................................  
 
 
 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee666      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 
  
  .........................................................................  
 
General Assembly Res. 64/292, U.N. GAOR, 64th Sess.,  
 U.N. Doc. A/RES/64/292 (2010) ........................................................................ 12 
 
Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 6,  
 U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.1 (1994) ................................................................. 14 
 

 
 U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13 (2004) .................................................... 17 
 

 ..................................  
 

 
  
 U.N. Doc. A/HRC/27/55 (2014) ......................................................................... 12 
 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,  
 Dec. 16, 1966, 999 U.N.T.S. 171 (1966) ............................................ 6, 12, 13, 14 
 

 
  ................................................................  
 

 
  ............................................................................  
 

 
  ..............................................................................  
 

-

 .............................................................  
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  
 U.N. Doc. A/810 (1948) ................................................................................. 6, 12 
 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee777      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties,  
 May 23, 1969, 1155 U.N.T.S. 331 (1969) .............................................. 4, 8, 9, 13 
 

 
 

 
 

- - -  ............  
 

 
 

 .............................................................................  
 

 
  .....................................................................  
 

 ........  
 

 
 

 ..................................  
 

 
  ...............................................  
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee, The Protection of Human Rights in 

Humanitarian Crises: A Joint Background Paper by OHCHR and UNHCR 
IASC Principals (2013), http://www.refworld.org/docid/537f08744.html .......... 5 

 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Annex to the Press Release  
 Issued at the Close of the 149th Session, Nov. 8, 2013, 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2013/083A.asp .............. 14 
 

 
  
 -  .............................  
 

 ...................  
 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee888      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 ..........................................................................................  
 

 
  ..........................................................  
 
Manfred Nowak, U.N. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: ICCPR 

Commentary 121 (2d ed. 2005) .................................................................... 13, 14 
 

 
  
 -  .....................................  
 
Rosa Freedman, UN Immunity or Impunity? A Human Rights Based Challenge,  
 25 European Journal of International Law 239 (2015)......................................... 7 
 

..................................................................................................  
 

 
 

..................................................................................................  
 

 
 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee999      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 

1 -

2

                                           
1 -

-

 
2 Amici consist of 24 human rights organizations: American Association of Jurists; 
Castan Centre for Human Rights Law; Center for Constitutional Rights; Center for 
Gender & Refugee Studies; CenterLaw; Droit Solidarité; Foundation for 
Fundamental Rights; Haldane Society; Human Rights Law Network; Indian 
Lawyers Association; International Association of Democratic Lawyers; 
International Human Rights Clinic at The John Marshall Law School; International 
Human Rights Clinic at Western New England University School of Law; 
International Human Rights Program at Boston University School of Law; Italian 
Association of Democratic Lawyers; National Association of Democratic Lawyers; 
National Economic & Social Rights Initiative; ; 
Palestinian Center for Human Rights; Proyecto de Derechos Económicos, Sociales 
y Culturales, A.C; and the Socio-Economic Rights Institute of South Africa. A 
description of each Amici appears in the Addendum. 
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A. 
 

 

Inter-Agency 

Standing Committee, The Protection of Human Rights in Humanitarian Crises: A 

Joint Background Paper by OHCHR and UNHCR IASC Principals (May 8, 

2013), http://www.refworld.org/docid/537f08744.html. 

In carrying out its mission, the United Nations has been responsible for the 

development of every major human rights instrument since 1945, many of which 

have been adopted by the U.N. General Assembly.  The foundational Universal 
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Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 1948. 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. Res. 217, U.N. GAOR 3d Sess., 

U.N. Doc. A/810 at 71  The International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights  was adopted in 1966.  International Covenant on Civil and 

.  And, more recently, 

the 

 were adopted by the U.N. General 

Assembly in 2005.   
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-  

The United Nations has adopted and endorsed numerous international 

instruments which mandate a right of redress for wrongdoing. This is consistent 

with the broader international law norm requiring remediation for rights violations.  

Accordingly, the United Nations should not be granted a form of immunity that 

fundamentally clashes with that international obligation.3 See Rosa Freedman, UN 

Immunity or Impunity? A Human Rights Based Challenge, 25 European Journal of 

International Law 239, 251-

reasonable access to alternative mechanisms for resolving disputes, it seems clear 

that UN absolute immunity will violate its obligations under international human 

rights law and those set out in Article 55   

                                           
3
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B. The Convention Must Be Interpreted So I t Does Not Conflict with 
International Law. 

 
The district court improperly 

provision in Article II(2) of the Convention must be read as conditioned upon 

fulfilment of the U.N. 9) of the 

Convention.  That provision states that: 

- (emphasis added).   
 

The district court read Article II(2) as conferring categorical immunity independent 

of any duty to remediate contained in Article VIII(29).   

 To resolve this contested question, the Court should follow the applicable 

interpretive guide for reconciling this potential ambiguity in the interpretation of 

the Convention. Under the 

 pplicable in the relation 

4  Vienna Convention on 

                                           
4
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U.S. courts consistently look to the Vienna Convention a

interpreting international instruments and resolving ambiguities in treaty terms.  

Chubb & Son, Inc. v. Asiana Airlines, 214 F.3d 301, 308-10 (2d Cir. 2000).  See 

also 

-

-

 

This interpretive principle ensures compliance with international law.  

Because, as detailed below, international human rights law rejects impunity and 

correspondingly demands that victims of wrongdoing receive some form of 

redress, interpreting Article II(2) in absolutist terms would create an untenable 

clash between the treaty and international law.  In contrast, interpreting Article 

I
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settlement under Article VIII(29) is the best way to ensure the Convention does not 

contravene international law.5   
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When the United Nations deployed personnel from Nepal to Haiti in October 

2010, it failed to comply with the most basic standards of humanitarian assistance.6  

In particular, it failed to properly maintain the waste treatment facilities utilized by 

these troops. Georges, 2015 WL 129657, at *1.  As a result, cholera was 

transmitted into the primary water source for the country. These actions led to a 

cholera outbreak that killed thousands and affected hundreds of thousands in 

Haiti.7  Before the U.N. deployment, cholera was non-existent in Haiti.  It is now a 

regular part of Haitian life.   

                                           
6
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- - -

-
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Such grossly negligent action violates the most fundamental norm of 

international law: the right to life and the prohibition against the arbitrary 

deprivation of life.8  See UDHR, supra, at art. 3 

; ICCPR, supra, at art. 6(1) 

being has the inherent right to life.  This right shall be protected by law.  No one 

.  See also 

                                           
8

the right of everyone to the 

Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, 
U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2002/11 (Jan. 20, 2003) (stating that access to clean water and 
sanitation is a fundamental human right); General Assembly Res. 64/292, U.N. 
GAOR, 64th Sess., U.N. Doc. A/RES/64/292 (Aug. 3, 2010) (stating that access to 
clean water and sanitation is a human right).
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The prohibition on the arbitrary deprivation of life is a peremptory (jus 

cogens) norm under international law.  It allows for no derogation.  See, e.g., 

ICCPR, supra, at art. 4; American Convention, supra, at art. 27; European 

Convention, supra, at art. 15.  According to the Vienna Convention, supra, at art. 

53  jus cogens accepted and recognized by the international 

community of States as a whole as a norm from which no derogation is permitted 

and which can be modified only by a subsequent norm of general international law 

Indeed, the right to life norm has been characterized 
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U.N. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: ICCPR Commentary 121 (2d ed. 

2005). 

The 

Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 6, 5, 

U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.1 at 6 (1994). 

the right to life norm includes the obligation to 

prevent epidemics.9  Id.   

Other international institutions have also established the connection between 

the right to life norm and the obligation to prevent the spread of disease.  In 

November 2013, for example, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

warned Peru that direct contact with indigenous groups in undeveloped regions of 

the country could lead to disease and the outbreak of epidemics, thereby 

implicating the right to life norm. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 

Annex to the Press Release Issued at the Close of the 149th Session, Nov. 8, 2013, 

                                           
9

improve all aspects of environmental and 
industrial hygiene; prevent, treat and control epidemics and other diseases; and 
create conditions that would assure medical service and medical attention in the 
event of sickness.). 
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http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2013/083A.asp.  In March 

2006, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights found Paraguay to have violated 

the right to life norm by failing to provide safe drinking water and proper 

sanitation conditions to an indigenous community.  Sawhoyamaxa Indigenous 

Community v. Paraguay (Merits, Reparations and Costs), Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. 

C) No. 146 (Mar. 29, 2006). 

By failing to comply with the most basic standards of humanitarian 

assistance in Haiti and thereby causing the death of thousands of civilians, the 

United Nations violated the right to life and the prohibition against the arbitrary 

deprivation of life. 

 

 

 
 
 

-

-

 

A. 
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(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein 
recognized are violated shall have an effective remedy, 
notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by 
persons acting in an official capacity; 

 
(b)  To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have 

his right thereto determined by competent judicial, 
administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other 
competent authority provided for by the legal system of the 
State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy; 
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(c)  To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such 

remedies when granted. 
 

U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13 (2004)

 

-

 
 

 
 

-  
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 -

- In Velásquez-Rodríguez v. Honduras (Reparations 

and Costs), Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 7 (July 21, 1989), for example, the 

Inter-American Court 

results in harm creates a duty to make Id. at ¶ 25 (citations 

omitted).  See also Lysias Fleury et al. v. Haiti (Merits and Reparations), Inter-Am. 

Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 236, at  ¶ 115 (Nov. 23, 2011) (describing obligation to 

provide reparations as customary norm that constitutes one of the fundamental 

Yvon 

Neptune v. Haiti (Merits, Reparations and Costs), Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 

180, at ¶152 (May 6, 2008) 

).  -

-
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The Draft Articles are particularly relevant in two respects.  First, Article 

organization may not rely on its rules as justification for failure to comply with its 

According to the International Law Commission, an 

consequences relating to breaches of obligations under peremptory norms as these 

breaches would affect the inter Id. at 58.  Second, 

organization shall recognize as law

11   

 

                                           
11

-
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¶ 77, 
opinion of the independent expert, the diplomatic difficulties surrounding this issue 
must be overcome in order to assure the Haitian people that the epidemic will be 
halted as soon as possible and that full reparation for damages will be provided. 
Some clarifications as to what really happened need to be given and, if necessary, 
those responsible for the tragedy should be punished, in accordance with the Basic 
Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of 
Violations of International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law. . . . The United 

 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee333222      ooofff      444333



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

-  
 

 
 

 
 

-  
 
Sarah Dávila-Ruhaak 
International Human Rights Clinic  
John Marshall Law School  
315 S. Plymouth Ct. 
Chicago Il 60604 
(312) 386-2888 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

Undersigned counsel hereby certifies that on June 3, 2015, he caused to be 

served the foregoing Brief of Amici Curiae Human Rights Organizations by first 

class mail, on the following: 

United Nations 
1 United Nations Plaza  
New York, NY 10017 
   
MINUSTAH headquarters 
Log Base 
Boulevard Toussaint Louverture and Clercine 18  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti   

Ban Ki-Moon 
3 Sutton Place 
New York, NY 10022   

Edmond Mulet 
429 East 52nd Street  
Apartment 36A-E New York, NY 10022   

Copies of the same have also been sent via electronic mail to the following:   

Ellen Blain, Esq. 
Assistant United States Attorney  
ellen.blain@usdoj.gov   
 
Nicholas Cartier, Esq. 
United States Department of Justice  
nicolas.cartier@usdoj.gov  
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American Association of Jurists  
The American Association of Jurists (AAJ) is a non-governmental organization 
with consultative status with United the Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC).  Throughout its existence, the AAJ has been committed to promoting 
human rights throughout the Western Hemisphere with a focus on Central and 
South America and the Caribbean.  The AAJ is generally concerned with questions 
of impunity for violations of human rights and in this instance the AAJ is 
concerned about the impunity of the United Nations for causing cholera to be 
introduced into the water supply in Haiti.  In this regard, the AAJ believes that the 
victims of cholera in Haiti should be compensated and the United Nations should 
take necessary steps to remediate the water infrastructure in Haiti.  
 

 
-

 
 

  

-

  
 
Center for Constitutional Rights 

-

-
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Center for Gender & Refugee Studies 
The Center for Gender & Refugee Studies (CGRS) protects the fundamental 
human rights of refugee women, children, LGBT individuals, and others who flee 
persecution in their home countries. Through its scholarship, extensive 
publications, expert consultations, and litigation, CGRS has played a central role in 
the development of asylum law and policy in line with international norms. CGRS 
often participates as co-counsel or amicus curiae in refugee and human rights 
cases. CGRS has published extensively on the topic of human rights and rule of 
law in Haiti and has provided expert consultation to attorneys representing asylum 
seekers from Haiti for nearly two decades. 
 
CenterLaw 
The Center for International Law (CenterLaw) works towards the recognition and 
application of international law norms in The Philippines through advocacy, 
training, and strategic litigation and institution-building initiatives. Centerlaw 
actively recruits young lawyers who exhibit passion in human rights, freedom of 
expression, anti-

with a vision to promote compliance with human rights law in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 
 

 
Droit Solidarité is a French organization of lawyers and non-lawyer citizens, that 
acts to advance a democratic and progressive concept of law. It promotes law that 
can be used by citizens to advance popular sovereignty under national law in which 
democracy is based on a concept of rule by the citizens. It promotes International 
law based on the power of peoples, in accordance with the UN Charter. 
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Foundation for Fundamental Rights 
The Foundation for Fundamental Rights (FFR) is an organization of attorneys and 
socially active individuals working toward the advancement, protection, and 
enforcement of fundamental human rights. FFR aims to protect rights of 
individuals in Pakistan under the auspices of the Constitution of Pakistan 1973, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights. FFR was established through the support of Reprieve UK, 

 
 
Haldane Society 
The Haldane Society is an organization which consists of individuals who are 
lawyers, academics, students and legal workers.  The Society provides a forum for 
the discussion and analysis of law and legal systems both nationally and 
internationally from a socialist perspective.  
 
Human Rights Law Network 
The Human Rights Law Network (HRLN) is a collective of lawyers and social 
activists dedicated to the use of the legal system to advance human rights in India 
and the sub-continent. HRLN collaborates with human rights groups and social 
movements to enforce the rights of poor and marginalized people and to challenge 
oppression, exploitation, and discrimination against any group or individual on the 
grounds of caste, gender, disability, age, religion, language, ethnic group, sexual 
orientation, and health, economic or social status. HRLN provides pro bono legal 
services, conducts public interest litigation, engages in advocacy, conducts legal 

materials, and participates in advocacy campaigns. 
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International Association of Democratic Lawyers 
The International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) is a non-
governmental organization with consultative status to the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). IADL currently has members and 
member associations of lawyers and jurists in over 90 countries.  Since IADL's 
founding in 1946 in Paris, IADL members have participated in the struggles that 
have made the violation of human rights of groups and individuals and threats to 
international peace and security, legal issues under international law. From its 
inception, IADL members throughout the globe have protested racism, 
colonialism, and economic and political injustice wherever they interfere with legal 
and human rights even if such action came at the expense of their personal safety. 
IADL and its members have advocated for a just resolution to the cholera crisis in 
Haiti, including raising the issue at the U.N. Human Rights Council and other U.N. 
venues.  
 
International Human Rights Clinic at The John Marshall Law School  
The International Human Rights Clinic (IHRC) at The John Marshall Law School 
promotes human rights domestically and around the world by providing direct 
legal representation to clients and organizations in international and domestic 
forums; documenting human rights violations in the United States and abroad; 
collaborating with other human rights organizations on cases and projects; and 
publishing and presenting reports, papers, and other materials related to human 
rights. The IHRC incorporates international human rights norms in its U.S. 
domestic work to expand the traditional domestic rights model and situates it 
within the broader international human rights movement. 
 
International Human Rights Clinic at Western New England University 
School of Law  
The International Human Rights Clinic at Western New England University 
School of Law works with law students to advance international human rights 
domestically and abroad. The clinic integrates the underlying theoretical backdrop 
of emerging human rights norms to contemporary cases. In addition, the clinic 
works with domestic and international non-governmental organizations, grass-
roots organizations, solidarity networks, attorneys, stakeholders, and other 
institutions engaging in human rights work, to advance political, economic, social 
and cultural human rights across borders. 
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International Human Rights Program, Boston University School of Law 
The International Human Rights (IHR) Clinic at Boston University School of Law 
exposes second and third year law students to legal practice in human rights 
litigation and advocacy at local, national and international levels. Clinical projects 
at the IHRC, include the representation of international NGO
U.N. Human Rights Council, the treaty bodies, the regional human rights organs 
(in the American, African, and European human rights systems); filing briefs and 
amicus briefs on international human rights law issues in US domestic courts; and 
participating in universal jurisdiction claims in the US and other courts. IHR 
clinical professor Susan Akram and her students have previously worked on 
Haitian human rights issues, including developing training materials for advocating 
against child exploitation through the restavek system, and submitting an amicus 
curiae brief to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the Dorzema vs. 
Dominican Republic (the "Guayubin Massacre" case) in July, 2012.  
 
I talian Association of Democratic Lawyers  
The Italian Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) is composed of hundreds 
of barristers, judges, law professors, and students, with the purpose of advancing 
democracy, the rule of law, and human rights, domestically and internationally. 
The IADL finds that it is imperative that all subjects, including international 
organizations, are held fully accountable for their deeds and omissions.  
 

 

-
 

 
National Economic & Social Rights Initiative  
The National Economic and Social Rights Initiative (NESRI) is an organization 
dedicated to the promotion of economic and social rights, including the right to 
health. NESRI is a US-based organization that works with a global vision. The 
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organization is informed by the idea that all individuals share a universal 
entitlement to the fulfillment and protection of their economic and social rights.  

 
The National Lawyers Guild (NLG) was formed in 1937 as the first racially 
integrated bar association in the United States. Since its inception, the Guild has 
been at the forefront of national and international efforts to develop and ensure 
respect for the rule of law and basic rights. Its mandate is to advocate for 
fundamental principles of social and economic fairness and for human and civil 
rights, including the protection of rights guaranteed under international law and the 
United States Constitution and laws. The NLG is the oldest and most extensive 
network of public interest and human rights lawyers and legal workers in the 
United States. 
 
Other Worlds 
Other Worlds is a women-driven education and movement-building collaborative. 
Other Worlds compiles and brings to light political, economic, social, and 
environmental alternatives that are flourishing throughout the world, and inspires 
and helps the public throughout the Americas open up new pathways to adapt and 
replicate them. When the devastating earthquake struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, 
Other Worlds was able to step up to support grassroots movements in their work 
for useful aid and a just and rights-based reconstruction. 
 
Palestinian Center for Human Rights 
The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) is an award-winning NGO and 
non-profit company based in Gaza City, dedicated to protecting human rights, 
promoting the rule of law, and upholding democratic principles in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory (OPT). PCHR was established in 1995 by a group of 
Palestinian lawyers and human rights activists to protect human rights and promote 
the rule of law, create and develop democratic institutions and an active civil 
society and to support all efforts aimed at enabling the Palestinian people to 
exercise its inalienable rights in regard to self-determination under international 
law. PCHR conducts investigations of human rights violations.  It  provides legal 
aid, counseling, and prepares research articles on human rights and the rule of law.  
 
Proyecto de Derechos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales, A.C 
Proyecto de Derechos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales, A.C. (ProDESC) is one 
of Mexi
with the goal of providing comprehensive support to communities and workers 
through legal work, advocacy, and organizational assistance in order to harness 
collective organizing power. ProDESC has led numerous successful campaigns 

!aaassseee      111555-­-­-444555555,,,      DDDooocccuuummmeeennnttt      555555-­-­-222,,,      000666///000333///222000111555,,,      111555222444333000222,,,      PPPaaagggeee444222      ooofff      444333



 -  

-à-vis 
transnational companies and the State.  ProDESC has written wide-ranging reports 
exposing human rights violations in several industries throughout Mexico, and has 
fostered international collaboration to ensure protection for migrant workers in a 
global economy. In 2014, Alejandra Ancheita, Founder and Executive Director of 
ProDESC, was awarded the Martin Ennals 2014 Award for Human Rights 
Defenders. 
 

 
-  

  

-
- -

 
 
Socio-Economic Rights Institute of South Africa  
The Socio-Economic Rights Institute of South Africa (SERI) is a non-profit 
organization providing professional and dedicated socio-economic rights assistance 
to individuals, communities, and social movements in South Africa. SERI conducts 
applied research, engages with government, advocates for policy and legal reform, 
facilitates civil society coordination and mobilization, conducts popular education 
and training, and litigates in the public interest.  
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